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Best-selling author and popular talk-show personality Jon Katz has been hailed as the heir to
legendary British writer and animal lover James Herriot. In this poignant and deeply personal
memoir, Katz shares the story of Orson, the border collie who was his "lifetime dog".From the
very beginning, Orson was a misfit. Like all border collies, he needed to work. But since there
weren't any sheep available for herding in the New Jersey suburbs, Orson instead tried to corral
school buses, garbage trucks, and skateboarding kids. So Katz pulled up stakes and moved to a
farm in upstate New York. There, Orson improved dramatically - until the day he started nipping
people. The nips soon turned to bites, forcing Katz to face an incredibly painful
decision.Whether or not you are a dog enthusiast, this emotional audiobook will have you
laughing, scratching your head in astonishment, and possibly even shedding a few tears.

About the AuthorAuthor Jason McDonald has been active on the Internet since 1994 and has
taught SEO, AdWords, and Social Media since 2009 - online, at Stanford University Continuing
Studies, at both AcademyX and the Bay Area Video Coalition in San Francisco, at workshops,
and in corporate trainings across these United States. His passion is to take complex marketing
topics such as search engine optimization and make them easy-to-understand for small
business owners and marketers. His style is practical, hands-on, and fun. He received his Ph.D.
in 1992 from the University of California, Berkeley, and his B.A. from Harvard University in 1985.
Learn more about Jason at https: //www.jasonmcdonald.org/.
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Rachel Simpson, “I know he loved Orson. I, too, was devastated, when reading this book, to
learn of Orson's demise. After reading Mr. Katz's previous books about his dogs, I did not realize
that Orson had this big of a problem. It worried me, because I, too, have a young border collie
mix that has some issues with fear. Luckily for me, though, I adopted her early enough to be
able to work with her using positive methods, to help give her confidence. If she had spent the
first couple of years of her life being bullied around by someone who wanted to compete with her
in obedience trials, I don't think she would have even lasted as long as Orson. I have to
commend Mr. Katz, because I believe that he did as much as he could do for this dog, and I do
not believe that handing this dog over to someone else would have improved life for Orson at all,
unless, by some unbelievable stroke of luck, he found someone who had all the patience and
time in the world and the understanding to know exactly what this dog needed. Unfortunately,
many so-called "professional" trainers believe that they know what a dog needs, and they are
often wrong and the dog ends up being euthanized anyway. Putting him in a shelter would have
been devastating for him; so many people do not understand how badly this sort of environment
can destroy a dog emotionally; a dog like Orson would have only gotten worse in that sort of
situation. I loved this book, but I hated it at the same time. No one likes to read about any
animal coming to an untimely end. We always want the best for them. I believe that Jon Katz did
as best as he could for this dog.”

Jersey Girl, “I too bad a lifetime dog. I read A Dog's Purpose and loved it. So I was anxious to
read this. The story is compelling and sad, yet peaceful at the end. The author made a difficult
choice, which all pet owners face in time, sometimes prematurely. Now I understand my
connection with my own "lifetime" dog. ". I adopted Roxie, a chocolate Lab mix, at the Arizona
Humane Society, when she was about 4 months old . I was hers for 16 years, an amazing
lifespan for a Lab. She was the smartest dog I ever had, and she was completely devoted to
me. Yet, she was independent, her own dog. Her end came suddenly, no long decline. We
think she had a neurological event that caused her to suddenly lose body control. She told me it
was time.  This book brought it all back to me.”

Jeri Thurkow, “Intimate.. This was well worth reading. I came away liking the dog more than the
author.”

Myrna G., “A touching story about an excepitonal dog.. I cannot believe that this book did not
receive 5 stars. The life expierence with Orson was so touching that I felt as if I were sitting or
walking beside Jon or Orson. The daily life on Bedlam Farm was such a calming read. I love
dogs and felt I was part of the household as I followed the author and his animals around the
farm and into the woods. The ending gave peace to the emotion of having to put Orson down if
you can accept the reading by the Shaman. I loved the encounter with the night sky and the dog



star as I have had similiar emotions connected with the stars and my dogs sitting beside me on a
summer night. I love Jon Katz books. I want to read every Non-Fiction book he writes on my
Kindle Fire. My wish for him is that he keeps writing and I will keep reading. Thanks Jon Katz for
your perspective on dogs and your love of animals big and small.”

Leigh in Colorado Spgs., “So helpful. I am a fan of books by Jon Katz, but this one was
especially helpful. I had a similar experience with a dog I loved and came to the same
conclusion as to what I had to do as Mr. Katz did. It meant the world to me that someone else
had gone through this agonizing situation and had the courage to write honestly about it. My
decision was reluctantly made with the help of a very experienced vet who helped me through it.
I have read several books by Mr. Katz, but this one helped me immeasurably and I am so
grateful to him for his honesty and willingness to share this experience although I am sure he
knew that his decision would be met with much criticism. I find this author to be sincere and
knowledgeable and I have so enjoyed all of his dog books.”

Shaz, “Five Stars. Lovely story”

Coffin Dodger, “Five Stars. Good read ideal follow on from other books by Jon Katz”

Mr. S. M. Healey, “Five Stars. fantastic story”

undefined, “A beautiful heartbreaker. A story about love and loss, and all the adventures in
between. This book will make you laugh and it will make you cry, but you will never doubt the
love shared between Orson and his owner.”

The book by Adele Revella has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 296 people have provided feedback.
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